Vapor Barrier/Crawlspace Encapsulation

Key Takeaways

During flood events, flood water entering the
building can cause damage to living space. Moisture
from high humidity levels can also cause damage to
structures.

To avoid continuous replacement or repair costs
related to moisture damage, install a vapor barrier in
the crawlspace or encapsulate the crawlspace.
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Estimated Costs/Benefits

*U.S. dollars (2022), estimates are subject to change

Potential Costs Potential Benefits

Item Estimate Post-Flooding Recovery Action Estimate

Vapor barrier and $1,200-$4,000

installation Mold remediation |  $1,100-$3,400
OR

Crawlspace encapsulation

materials and installation $2,000-$15,000 § Crawlspace repair | $1,500-$10,000

ESTIMATED $1,200 ESTIMATED
TOTAL COST gt TOTAL $2,600-$13,400
(1,000 sq ft structure) $15,000 SAVINGS

Potential Funding Sources

o Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities Grant

(BRIC)
o FEMA Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) Grant

Additional Resources

o US Dept. of Energy: Guide to Closing and Conditioning
Ventilated Crawlspaces

Resources can also be found at https://de.gov/iadapt

Technical definitions and more information are located on the [-ADAPT website: https://de.gov/iadapt.
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